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Utah is home to one of the country’s geological wonders: the Great Salt Lake. As the largest saltwater lake in the Western Hemisphere,

the Great Salt Lake entices visitors and academics alike, both attracted by its unique ecological properties and stunning visual terrain.

History recounts the many explorers who marveled at the lake and its expansive desert milieu, but rarely taken into consideration is

how it has influenced the artistic process.

An artist’s environment, whether it’s societal, religious or geographical, is oen evident in his or her creations.

In 1970, artist Robert Smithson famously chose the Great Salt Lake’s Rozel Point as the site of his earthwork “Spiral Jetty.” Smithson

and the land artists of the 1960s pioneered a revolutionary style of art whereby the earth became not just an inspiration for the

artistic process but also a medium of art itself.

Forty years later, the lake continues to resonate with artists both locally and internationally, as evidenced by an exhibit at the Granary

Art Center, a contemporary art venue located in Ephraim.

For curator Hikmet Loe, a pre-eminent land art scholar, the Great Salt Lake has served as the catalyst for her research, curatorial

projects and creative outlet. Her newest exhibition, "A Measure of Salt," examines the work of 20 artists from Salt Lake City, Los

Angeles and New York City who each visually render the far-reaching influence of the Great Salt Lake. These artists use their process

to uncover different aspects of the lake not commonly evaluated by landscape paintings or topographic illustrations.

Many of the artworks in the exhibition use the ecological units that define the lake — salt in particular — as both subject and

medium.

“The shi from representing salt to utilizing salt as an independent medium has led through time to a transformation in the way we

see Great Salt Lake and its artistic process,” Loe said.

In addition to contributing artworks, the artists penned essays for the exhibition catalog, allowing them to illustrate their relationship

to the Great Salt Lake poetically as well as visually.

The show’s diversity of media — photography, video, mixed media, sculpture and poetry — highlights the multiplicity of perspectives

that arise from interacting with the lake.

The Granary Art Center’s co-director Amy Jorgensen, an artist herself, said, “We know of (the Great Salt Lake) as the expansive

geographic landmark that anchors the state and stands as the namesake to our capital city. Yet the artists in the exhibition explore the

spiritual, physical and political aspects of the lake. The remnant of what was once an ancient lake now serves as a cultural sounding

board for artistic production.”

Many artists in this exhibition use photography to capture physical impressions of the Great Salt Lake.

Christine Baczek’s photograph “Experiment 53” is a mysterious image that combines the properties of salt, photographic chemicals

and light to form a stunning abstract vision. Baczek’s art affirms the overwhelming sensorial experience of visiting the lake.

“My experience heightened all five senses, and I visualize these perceptions in my artwork,” she said in an artist's statement. “Though

we may be at the same place we perceive and experience that place differently. These things happen in the mind, not in physical

space.”

Erin Coleman-Cruz’s mixed media piece “Landscape of My Desire” renders the physical terrain of the Great Salt Lake as a metaphor for

the emotional landscape, whereby the geological phenomena of salt and rocks are transformed into bodily tears and sentiments. Her

work affirms the notion that land, apart from being simply operative, is a potent emotional and personal force.



According to Jorgensen, audiences have been receptive to the philosophical nature of the exhibition.

“We’ve had a great response to the exhibition,” she said. “Visitors to Granary Art Center are struck by the depth and diversity of salt as

a medium. As Westerners and Utahns, the Great Salt Lake is deeply situated in our collective imagination.”

If you go ...

What: “A Measure of Salt”

When: Through May 23, 3-6 p.m. Wednesday-Friday, noon-3 p.m. Saturday

Where: Granary Art Center, 86 N. Main, Ephraim

How much: Free

Phone: 435-283-3456

Web: granaryartcenter.org

Scotti Hill is an art historian based in Salt Lake City. She teaches art history at the University of Utah and Westminster College and

works as a freelance curator and writer.


